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PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION

Again I have found it necessary to write a new edition
in order to keep abreast of the many changes and addi
tions to the information about the armed forces of the
world. In fact, as many hours of research and study were
required in completing this edition as were spent on the
original in order to make the contents not only accurate
and up to date but easily accessible. Included are the
many changes in the organization of U. S. Navy ashore
and afloat illustrated by new charts, and some changes in
Army organization. The chapters on etiquette and cus
toms and calls have been enlarged and emphasized. A
new chapter on the Maritime Service has been added.
And most important for the use of students and for
reference, a comprehensive index has been included.
I believe the chapters on Medals, Decorations and

Ribbons to be absolutely complete. Many additions have
been made to the foreign chapters also.
I hbpe this volume will continue to be particularly

valuable and of great interest to every man in the armed
forces today, and a help to those boys studying to enter
it tomorrow.
Grateful acknowledgment for assistance in preparing

the material for this edition is made to Captain C. H.
Jones, U.S.C.G., Lieutenant S. W. White, Jr., U.S.N.R.,
Lieutenant Colonel Earl S. Davis, U.S.M.C., Lieutenant
(j.g.) J. P. Kernan, U. S. Maritime Service, and officers
of the U. S. Army. Acknowledgment is also made to the
Military Ser Publishing Company for permission to
reprint m? 1 on certain foreign governments.

J. W. B.
New Yor1 i. V.

Septemb 1943



PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

Twenty-four years ago the world was military minded;
today a similar condition exists. Such widespread interest
in military matters, in uniforms and insignia has inspired
this publication. Many citizens will have some relative or
friend in one or the other of the various branches of the
service and will wish to recognize or distinguish between
the different uniforms, medals and decorations. American
literature is singularly deficient in books containing pic
tures or descriptions of the uniforms, medals and decora
tions of the United States, and it is impossible to obtain
complete information on the foreign decorations and
orders in any one book in the English language.
Therefore, I have revised and brought up-to-date my
original book which was published twenty years ago. I
believe I have complete data and plates for every branch
of the service in the United States. To this I have added
the chapter on Foreign Insignia and Uniforms, which I
am sure will be of interest in America.

J. W.B.

January, 1941
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