Civil War-era ships that collided, sank in
1878 found in Lake Michigan
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A view of the final resting of the schooners Peshtigo and St. Andrews, lost in 1878 in northern
Lake Michigan. They were discovered in an “amazing state of preservation” about 200 feet
below the surface between Beaver Island and North Fox Island off the shore of Charlevoix.

By Justine Lofton | jlofton@mlive.com

CHARLEVOIX, MI — Two massive Civil War-era ships were discovered in Lake Michigan this month about 50 miles from
where they were thought to have collided and sank.

The schooners Peshtigo and St. Andrews, lost in 1878 in northern Lake Michigan, were discovered in an “amazing state of
preservation” about 200 feet below the surface between Beaver Island and North Fox Island off the shore of Charlevoix,
according to a news release from Shipwreck World.


http://connect.mlive.com/staff/jmcguire1/posts.html
http://www.shipwreckworld.com/articles/major-shipwreck-discovery-in-lake-michigan

The discovery was first viewed by underwater camera during June 2019,
the release states. Long-time diver and explorer Bernie Hellstrom, of
Boyne City, located an obstruction at the site in 2010 while using a
bottom sounder.

When he lowered his custom camera system in June, Hellstrom found a ship
graveyard, according to the release. The remains of the two tall ships lay only 10 feet
apart at the bottom. Their masts were laid over each other and coal was strewn
across the sand. A huge hole in one of the hulls indicates that the vessels crashed
and sank quickly.

The find was a “real mystery,” because there was no record schooner collision within
50 miles, according to the release. The Peshtigo and St. Andrews were thought to
have gone down in Lake Huron in the eastern Straits of Mackinac.

The location was presumed after an 1857 flying eagle penny was found in the mast
step of a wreck that was thought to be the St. Andrews. But the Peshtigo was never
found in that area despite searches.

Marine historian Brendon Baillod went on a fact-finding mission and discovered that
many news accounts of the St. Andrews-Peshtigo disaster placed the collision in
Lake Michigan between Charlevoix and Beaver Island — the approximate location of
Hellstrom’s ship graveyard, according ot the release.

Technical divers John Janzen and John Scoles were recruited to descend to the eerie
site, which lies beyond normal sport diving depths. Paul Ehorn was brought in to
handle surface support with his specialized dive boat.

Janzen and Scoles’ dive resulted in a high-definition video that reveals evidence of a
dramatic and violent disaster.

Dives and investigation confirm that the ships at the bottom of Lake Michigan
between Beaver Island and North Fox Island are the St. Andrews and Peshtigo - “two
iconic Great Lakes sailing ships from the Civil War era,” the release states.

Conditions were dark and hazy when the vessels collided around 1 a.m. on June 25,
1878.

The Peshtigo was on her way to Chicago from Erie, Pennsylvania, with a cargo of
coal. The St. Andrews was headed to Buffalo, New York, from Chicago, with a corn
cargo.

Torch signals were confused as the ships came upon each other in the night. The
Peshtigo turned hard to port and struck the St. Andrews on her port side. Both ships
were at the bottom of Lake Michigan within 10 minutes.



When it was hit, the St. Andrews fell over onto the Peshtigo, taking out two of her
masts. The Peshtigo’s stern reportedly rose 40 feet in the air before the ship dove for
the bottom.

The Peshtigo lost two men — second mate John Aldrich and wheelsman John Boyle —
in the confusion after the collision. The surviving crew members of both ships were
picked up by the passing schooner SVR Watson.

Built in 1863 at 161 feet long with three masts and weighing 384 tons, the Peshtigo
was a giant schooner for her time. She was the largest vessel built in Peshtigo,
Wisconsin by shipwright Thomas Spears.

Almost as large, the St. Andrews was built in 1857. It had two masts and was 143
feet long, weighing 426 tons. She was built at the Merry and Gay shipyard in Milan,
Ohio.

Continue scrolling to view more photos of the shipwreck.
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A view of the final resting of the schooners Peshtigo and St. Andrews, lost in 1878 in northern
Lake Michigan. They were discovered in an “amazing state of preservation” about 200 feet
below the surface between Beaver Island and North Fox Island off the shore of Charlevoix.
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ARRIVAL OF SIIIMWEECEED CREWS AT CIICAGO.
The Inter-Ocean of Monday bas the following:

Among the notsble arrivals here on Saturday was
the ier Garden City, Capr. Shaver, with a fall
load of ht, and forty passcngers from Ogdensburg.
The captain rts having met the c:\rlaln apd crew
of the l-mmhoonerm at Glen Haven, and
bronght them bere. ‘Thevessel is a total loss, Thcy
bad to cut her deck away In order to get the Imnder
out of her hold, The Garden City brought up all of
ber gear, running and stacding, her an-
chors, chains, and everything of an value.
Capt. Lynch, of the oone¢r Peshtigo, xays
tho dlsaster occurred sbout 1 o'clock a. m. on Tnes-
day.. The Peshtigo was headed at the time southwest
by eogth.. Bhe was on the port tack, Wind was
son t by south. It washazy, It was notneccs-
sary fosound the fog hom. w Skillazalee. Ught
four pilesoff. 8 d ses it cighteen miles in
weather. The captain was below at the time of the
coll and the Arst intimation he had of -anything
wrong was when the crash came. The mate being
ing lost, there is only the man who was on the look-
out to look to for information, and he savs ‘that the
fanit rests with the crew of the St. Andrew. - This,
a{eocna, will. be very unsatisfactory sort of ev-

sl s Joo gk sl
an on 0 Peo X
know‘avhcther the mlrl!:'r. Boyle, bad a family or not,

but ba belonged to Baffalo. ‘e

In’ to the rcport that Capl, on
cominz on deck, fald to the mate, * ohn, you have
done A'bad “job," the captain utterly denles it. The
crew of the Peshtigo saved most of their effects.

The “tug- Clematix, Capt. Nicholson, took Capt.
Lynch: aod the crew of the Peshtivo off the 8. V.

atson, when ten miles off Milwaukee, at 10 o'clock
Saturday morning. The Frovielom oa the Watson
had ‘about given out, owing to the prevalling head

nd¥, “and Capt. Nicholson, when taking the ship-

men, farnished the schooner with what was

necessasy m the of provisions., The.Clematis
londed tgo crew hcx?i'z 3 oPclock yesterday (Sunday)

moming.

Un.to a late hoar last night the Watson had not yet
arrived.
Courtesy of Shipwreck World

A news report of the crash of the schooners Peshtigo and St. Andrews, lost in 1878 in
northern Lake Michigan. They were discovered in an “amazing state of preservation” about
200 feet below the surface between Beaver Island and North Fox Island off the shore of
Charlevoix.
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200 feet below the surface between Beaver Island and North Fox Island off the shore of

northern Lake Michigan. They were discovered in an “amazing state of preservation” about
Charlevoix.

A news report of the crash of the schooners Peshtigo and St. Andrews, lost in 1878 in



