US AIR FORCEA47 crash 22 Jure 1944 in the vicinity
of GéfosseFontenay (Normandy - FRANCE

Background

On June 2%, 1944 sixteen P47 of 506th Fighter Squadron from 404th Fighter Group, staged in four flights of
four aircraft, take off from their homdase, Winkton "Air Station 414" in the Hampshire on south coast of
England. The mission is CAP (Combat Air Patrol) oveayDlanding battlefield.

506" Fighter Squadron

major Harold G. SHOOK, commander of the complete squadron, flies as n°1 of ‘ANgHITEncluding P47
of Capitaine Theodore P. WELGOSS, Capitaine George Mc LAUGHLIN and 2nd Lieutenant Charles E. LABNC

Pilot A/C serial A/IC Radio call sign
number registration

Major Harold G. SHOOK 42-26465  4AKR Tuba White One
Capt Theodore P. WELGOSS 42-25314  4KL Tuba White Two
Capt. George MCLAUGHLIN  42-25316 AKM Tuba White Three
2" Lt. Charles E. LABNO 42-75098  4KG Tuba White Four

Major Harold G. SHOOK Capt. Theodore RVELGOSS

Capt. GeorgeMicLAUGHLIN 2nd Lt. Charles E. LABNO
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At the end of the mission the squadron claims no victory upon ennemy, but unfortunately one of its aircraft
is missing. It is reported as destroyed and his pilot, at the moment, is MIA (Missing In Action).
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The pilot and his plane
Mising aircraft isP47D10-RE s/n 4275098 registeed "4K-G', and its pilot is2nd Lt. Charles E. LABNO
from Chicago (lllinois)22 years oldwho will not come back from his"@ombat mission.
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According to its wingmentestimony as pereported in the Missing Air Crew Report n°61106/23/1944,
CharlesE. LABNGuffered anengine failurewhile flyingabout 4 Miles (6,5 km)west from Grandcampand
at altitude of 10,000 Feet (3000 m)

Known and reported facts

MACR n° 6111 ajor SHOOHKestimony.

"On (Thursday)22 June 1944 at 052(UTC) while leadingsquadron on patrol mission, White (2nd Lt.
LABNO¢talled(radio)and said that is engine was running rough. | gave him course and told him to return to
field (Winkton) Within one minute Pilot cakieand said his engine had froZ&nl told him to bail out. After
giving Kingsleyground controler)a fix | let down and located plane in mud flats approximately four miles
(6,5 km)west of Grandcamp".

MACR n° 6111, Capt. MAUGHLIXestimony:

"On 22 June 1944 at 0527 | was leading the second element of Whité®Fligittt 2nd Lt. LABNO as my
wingman. Lt. LABNEalled out that his engine was missing. He was told by Maj. SHOOK who was leading the
flight to return to the field. In about twenty seconds (2ad Lt. LABNGjalled out that his engine had quit.

Maj. SHOOK told him to jump. | turned to see where he wiasduld not locate him. Lt. LABNO called and
said that his engine had frozZ€hand | told him to get out of thplane before he lost altitude. | did not see or
hear from Lt. LABNO again".

(1) One can wonder about the precise meanind'fodzen" word usd here about engine failure. As it to be
understood as "seized", meaning mechanically locked, or in the original meaning related to a potential
carburettor icing ? This question should be better adressed by technical specialist (P47 mech or pilot), but |
elect to understand it as "seized" (mechanically blocked), in a more probable technical explanation.

(2) Refer to above schematic for "flight" and "element" operational definition.

(3) One can notice a potential time inconcistenogtween Major SHOOK ar@apitaine Mc LAUGHLIN
testimony. In fact, Major SHOOK reports LABNO message about "frozen engine" before its "bail out"
instruction, while Capitaine Mc LAUGHLIN reverse these two events.

An otherdocument delivers more information about potential crash location of Charles E. LABNO aircarft. It
is theOPSFLASH nétated 22" June, 1944

"2nd Lt. Charles E. LABNO ASBLD30(military registration number)(believed to havelcomplementary
information later added in original typed texbailed out over coast at Grandcamp or in the vicinity ef (T
5294)“* time 0527 Plane was observed embedded in marsh along coast 1/2 (@08sm)from land".

(4) T5294is refering to geographical coordinates in the "French LAMBERT" system, in common use at this
time, and points approximately9° 23' 44" N, 1° 04' 50" \dbrrespondingmore or less ®randcamg\Vaisy
(14450- Normandy- FRANCE

This document OPSFLA&BDb mentions "flak" (AAA) shots during missitioderate light in accurate flak
in vicnity of Canrsy (B458)".
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"Canrsy" is actuallfCANISYconfirmedby FrenchLAMBERToordinates, corresponding to a geographical
point at7 km SO of St LO towh

« Tuba White 3 » (Capt.
McLAUGHLIN) turned in

order see LABNO but
without success

f Radio call from 5 Radio call from .‘ Radio call from
i« Tuba White 4» (2nd i« Tuba White 4 » « Tuba White 4 »
i Lt. LABNO) : « My ¢ (2ndLt. LABNO) : (2nd Lt. LABNO) :
H engine is running ] i  « Myengine has « My engine has
: rough... » .. % frozen... » ; quit I» ;
05H27 . +20sec )
r— < . 2
T R et meaeaa Bondanan, %,
i Answer from : AmsEr arrrrmemneneenad .
« Tuba White 1 » « Tuba White 1 » i Call from « Tuba :
{Major SHOOK) = (Major SHOOK] : ¢ White 3 » (Capt.
« Head to xxx « Bail out I » McLAUGHLIN) : « Bail
agndreturnto " trrvrressrsssssssssss wee 4 out before it's too
field » porrrrT . . 5 late I » 3
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr Radig ca" frgm « Tuba White Yrawsswswrenenranvnnnnnnnans?
1» (Major SHOOK) to KINGSLEY
(ground control) : « Our
position is xx/yy »
« Tuba White 1 » [Major gemnnanaay . « Tuba White 1 » (Major
SHOOK) engage a descent . ., SHOOK) locates the LABNO's
in order to look for .."‘ plane « in mud flats
LABNO... H - approximately four miles west
"""" of Grandcamp »
Events timéine as per™MACR n° 6111
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The pilot recovery (MIA > KIA)

If a MACR is established at the end of the mission, this is due to the fact that aClirades E. LABN®still
reported Missing In Action (not yet Killed In Action). Did he manage to bail out from his plane, or even to
evacuate once on ground Would he be recovered, wounded, alive, by friends troops already in domination

of this part of the battlefield at this time ? In fact we have to admit t@atarlegprobably didn't sucoeded

to bail out from his plane and was killed during crash. A hand wiritiete on the MACR say&IA 8/1/.."
(unreadablg. This "KIA" status is confirmed in a War department note dated August 3rd, 1944:
individual named in this report of death is held by the war Department to have been in a missing in action
status from22 June 1944 until such absence was terminated on 27 July 1944, when evidence considered
sufficient to establish the fact of death was received by the Secretary of war from the Commander in the
European Areéa As a consequence of military administratioovshess Charles is officially declared dead
precisely 1 month after its burial. Pilot's body has thus been recoverednditionsunknownto us at this

step of our investigation. The official military docum@&EPORT OF BURIAdicates thatCharles E. LA

has been buried at provisional miltary cimeterylg§ CAMBBNn 27th June, 1944 (at3h20) that is to say 5

days after is fatal crash.

Accurate crash location

According to only actual indications from MACR @RSFLASKHWe mayassume a crash locatioaf Charles
E. LABNO:

1 about4 miles(6,5 km)west of Grandcamp
9 in marsh along coast 1/2 mile@00 m)from land

This description is provided by american pilots, based in the UK, coming back from their mission, at dawn,
and thus with an appreciation of placasd related distances to be considered with caution.

On 229 June, 1944, ab5h30tide waslow (LT04:39 UTC coef.8@) The VEYS bay and provided an aerial
view similar to "wide marsh".

In this area one has to consider actual inland marsh, along theheea Was it (voluntarily or not) flooded

on this 22 June, 1944, morning ? This undefined situation may lead us to question the reported fdots:
marsh along coast 1/2 miles (800 m) from land...". How do we have to understand "land" ? As the actual
coast line or as the border of the flooded area (thus may be 330 to 430 ¥a008g0 400m- inland) ?
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Estimae of Charles E. LABN@btential crash area

However what can be today located very precisely is the plderevP47 wrecks have been collected since
May 2019, on the beach @éfosseFonenay 6ee dedicated chapter at the end of document)

Géfosse-Egfitenay ‘.aﬁ‘

"Ieu% Pont de Réw
(GPS'44.370040, 1,104
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Advanced Landing Ground A3 - CARDONVILLE

One should note that at precise tin#nd Lieutenant Charles E. LABbBl@shes on seashore @éfosse
Fontenaythis 22nd June, 1944 provisional US airfieldALG A3f Cardonville- is on operational duty since
one week, located 4,3 Nn8 (km) south-east. It is the home base of other aircraft than those 404 FG,
operating from UK however if its engine had given him a chanClarlescould have attempted an
emergency landing therédt 160 Knotg300 km/h it requires onlyl'30" to travel this distance of 4,3 Nm
As we knowCharles E. LABN&as flying at an altitude of alub 10,000 Fee(3000 n). Missing the actual
gliding ratio of a P47 it is not clear which altitude margin was required for Charles to possibly reach this
terrain with engineout. A P47 pilot reported "the Jug as gliding performance of an anvil
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The brief operational time of Charles E. LABNO :

We know thatCharlegoined USAFon 30 August, 1943 however it was probably not member of firS06th
FSpilots batch traveling td.iverpool(UK) or22™ March, 1944, onboard british lineRMMYV "Steling Castle".
His "Physical Examination for Flying" file, dat€dflJuly, 1943, reports its enlistment at this time4id6th
FB Group 514th FB Squadron.

RMMV "Striling Castlebn arrivl atLiverpool, 3* April 1944
(http://www.bandcstaffregister.com/page4363.html)

First evidence of Charles E. LABstemert in 404th FG- 506th FScan beseen in operational missions
reports, that allow us to build a time line of th@ operational missionsCharlegperformed from the british
airbase ofWinkton - Air Station 414- an Advanced Landing Grourad RAF loced in south of England
(known asHampshiran 1944, Dorsehowday$ about 75 N.m(135km) south-west of London.
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Storage i | In the scuthern hangar were the tech stores and

~ Group engineering offices whilst around the hangar
N andboth around and in the adjoining wood andfarm
L% buildings could be found the Group HQ including
operations and intelligence, communications,

the Group Medical centre the officers' dining tent,
the pilots' assembly tent, pilots' coffee bar and
(in the farm's bam) the officers' club - called

%4, Lambinn "the Old Wagon Wheel"

Squadron lines would be located in the three squadron areas, with their own operations, intelligence, communications,
parachute |, armament and ord plus the office (in the hangar itself).
Squadron Areas were the location for the Orderly Room, Supply and Medical fent, theEnlisted mens' mess hall and the kitchens.

Air Station 414 Winktorlocalisation and layout
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A picture of historical first batclof 506th FSpilots, dated10™ May, 1944 doesn't includeCharles.he
probably joined the Squadronwith others young pilots aboutmid-May 1944 transfered from406th FB
Group- 514th FB Squadron.
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Before achieving operational war missio@harles E. LABNSDffered two aircrashes at controls of a P47,
during its training flights in USA

§ 5" Jaruary, 1944 :accidenton P-47G5-CU (serial 425009),at Wampee Landing Strip (South
Carolina, USA)Plane probably took off fromCongaree Army Airport (Richland County, South
Carolina, USA)ich was the base of06th FB Grougrom 18" Septemler, 1943 and 18" March,
1944.Ground loop at landing

1 18 Janvier 1944 accidenton P-47G5-CU (serial 425022),near Gibonsville (North Carolina, USA).
Plane probably took off fror@ongaree Army Airport (Richland County, South Carolina, B&#&gd
landing due taduel shortage.
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Once enrolled irb06th FS, Charlgserformednine war missions:

Mission- Date Plane | Radiocall sign Target
code

' missionc May 28" 1944 KL
2" missiong May,29" 1944  4KP
3% missionc June 6" 1944  4KG
4" mission - June, 7" 1944  4KG

5" missiong June 8t" 1944 ?

6™ mission¢ June, 11" 1944 ?

7" missionc June, 12" 1944  4KZ
8" mission¢ June, 18" 1944  4KG
9" mission¢ June 221944  4KG

—~

Tuba Blue 2

Tuba Blue 4

Tuba Blue 4

Tuba Red 2

Tuba Red 2

Tuba Yellow 2

Tuba White 4

Bombers scorton their wayto Germany

Bombers escorbn their wayto Germany
(Frankfurt...TBC)

Combat air patroover Normandy, EDay
landing zones. TBC?)

Combat air patrol over IDay bridgehead
(Normandy).4 missions were flown these
day but no evidence thatharles attended
more than oneOne should note that it was
during the 4' that Jbseph H. VIVIAMas
reported missingMIA).

?
?

Armed reconnaissance over Cotent
peninsule (Normandy, south of Cherbou
and south of Bayeux)

Dive bombing on marshalling yard «
Rennes (France, Britany)

Combat air patrol over Iay bridgehead
(Normandy). Engine failure and cra:
somewhere in bayof Veys in front of
GéfosseFontenayvillage..
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CharlesE.LABN@ O ZAi ET U AT OEOIT 11 AT O

Charlesis the son ofAntonia LABNO(born BOBKAG 01/27(13?)1889 ¢ 05/?/1971) and John LABNO
(1886/1928), parentrom polish origin emigrated toUSA in the year$9201930.L R2y Qi KI @S A
neither precse path of LABNO family from Poland and date of arrival in USA, nor family composition at this
time. | just have indication thaAntoniawas naturalizedAmerican in927.

AntoniaandJohnget married in1909 but Johndiedin 1928 @t age of 42
AntoniaandJohnhad togethers5 children:

1 Ann(e) (07/26/1912(107?)- 12/18/2002), wife of Ervin WALLENBERG (192)) mother of:
o Jacqueline
o ErvinJr.
1 Raymond(1913-01/2000),husband of-lavia forn SALV01/07/1920- 08/2009), father of:
o Janice (James) Kraack
0 Charles (Margaret)
0 Scott
1 Joséphing1920-02/2006),wife of Chester MASLANSKA
Charleq10/27/1921 - 06/22/1944)
1 John(02/01/1926 - 01/22/2016),husband ofFrances Louise HAERLE20- 2005) father of:
o John Charles
0 Karen

=

Charles E. LABNOQO’s familv tree

Antonia BOBKA ‘

01/27/1883 John LABNO

05/08/1887
(02/13/1889)
05/04/1971 AR

-
|

—
) R [ Chester |
Josephine LABNO MASLANKA

CharlesE. LABNO JohnLaBNo | | Franceslouise

HAERLE
00/00/1913 01/07/1920 12/08/1919 10/27/1921 01/02/1926
{1910) 08/26/1900 00/00/0000 e T 07/01/1920

12/18/2002 08/00/1984 DDATT gElLsu IR EETTE 00/00/0000 00/08/2005 |

Lt Lamed  Lesed Loe]
— —T1—1

Jacqueline Ervin Jr lanice Charles p )
;J {husb. James KRAACK) | | (wif.. Margaret) St John Charles Karen

AnnaEva LABNO
07/26/1912

Raymond LABNO

Ervin

WALLENBERG Flavia SALVI

All Charlessisters androthers are now dead, however we can expect that some of his nieces and nephews
are still alive and can possibly be contacted
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The official US census of 194@ives the following description of Charldéamily distribution. Antonialives
with her three sams, whereas Josephine lives with her sister Ann and her family. Both homes are roughly
located 2700 yards away each other.

[1] Located2634 West Fifteenth Place, Chicago, Ci [2] Located2011 West 19th street, Chicago, Cook

county, lllinois (USA) : county, lllinois (USA)

1 AntoniaLABNOgged 50 1 Ervin WALLENBERSGdd 29
o Raymond(aged27) 1 Ann(bornLABNO aged 28
0 Charleqaged 18 0 ErvinJr.dged 2
o John(aged 13 o0 Jacquelineggedb)

1 Josphine LABNO4dged 20, Anris sister

In 1944ymondLABNOnow husband oflavia SALMIlyes1600 yards awy from his motheyn the other
side ofDouglas$ark: [3] 1436 South Kedzie avenue, Chicago 23, Cook county, Illinois (USA)

From1945to 1947 Antonia LABNGOnoves at least three times, but stitmaining in the same area (about
200yardsbetween her two first locations, an@B0 yardsbetween the 2°and the 3% :

[4] 1945 :2612 West 21s s
Street, Chicago, Cook '
county, lllinois (USA)

[5] Septembe 1945 :
2615 West Cullerton
Street, Chicago, Cook
county, lllinois (USA)
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[6] 1947 : 2102 South Fairfield avenue, Chicag 'ﬁ“'

Cook county, lllinois (USA)
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Events after Charles E. LABNCGdeath :

Thelndividual Deceased Personnel Filem Charles E. LABNf@ceivedfrom National Archivesit St Louis
(Missour), allowed me to elaborate two paralléimelines The first one is related to long trip of Charles
remains from Normandy (France) to Chicago (USKé second one is more focused on various attempts
from US AiFForce to send back Charlggrsonal belongings to his mother.

It is noticeable that if Charles is first burried on Juné! 2944 (n LA CAMBEFrance), US Air Force will be in
situation to tell his family about grave location only six months lafée repatriation of the body in US
homelands, on request of the familis initiated about three years and a h@lP47 Noverber) afterdeath,

and reached conclusiofour years, later to the day, following this fateful day . For his last trip Charles
remainswill travel successively by:

road, from LA CAMBE to CHERBOURG via St. LAOBRENER

sea, onboard USS LAWRENCE Victory Ship from CHERBOURG to NEW YORK,
railroad, from NewYork to Chicago,

road, again, from CHICAGO funeral home to graveyard.

=A =4 =4 =

One should ate that onboard USS LAWRENCE Victory Ship, Clsarles "traveling alone"... 5305 other
american soldiers remains will be disembarked on arrival in New York harbor, June 7th 1948.

Documents enclosed ié Charles IDPF alow us somgusion into the young pilot private life. 18hysical
Examination For Flyingcertificate teaches us thatCharles was submitted to tonsillectomy and
adenoidectomy at age of eight, suffered a dislocated elbow at age of 19 ("...with no sequels...'texs) writ

TheReport of Buriadated June 2%, 1944 gives umformation, some of thensomewhat confusing:

1 Charles body, at time of burial, was not fitting with identification plate ("Dog tag"). Pilot's identity
was testified thanks to personal pers, includng ID cardsand wear markings.

9 reported date and place of death are erroneous: OMAHA BEACH, Yute44a...

1 personal belongings, attached to the body:

o alighter
0 wings (pilot insigna ?)
0 apen
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0 a'souvenir penny"
0 US money (12$) and english (4£ and 2 Buis).

At last, one confusing element of this documents is the Cause of Death which is repotteias/ound

Chest. What does it mean exactly? First, and may be too easily, it appears obvious to read "MG" as acronym
for "Machine Gun". Was Charles bodyeated by bullets (MG's) impacts on chest ? This doesn't sound
compliant to what we know about its crash circumstances. Should we have to consider some erratic and
uncommanded firing of onboard four cal.50 machine guns, under crash impact, resulting énsbuns

aimed at the cockpit? Other potential explanation, once crashed was Charles submitted to some shots from
ground (not sure that on June 22th, 1944, the crash area was still occupied by german troops, even isolated
elements). May be we have to consigdwith more confidence, another signification of "MG", but which?

i

S e - RESTRICTED 001151900+ /3 "7‘/7’
ORM N \
e RE@ORT OF BURIAL f L, e

TM 10-630 AND AR 30-1815

or -57%"

|
|
|
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|
|
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_Last-N First™ ohia Rank Serizl No. |
|
|
|
|
|
\

Labno g Ch 'w~] es B, 2nd Tte ~ _ 0-811930
w/ b >
Air Corp Lo 4 F % R
> Unit SREMISSARIN.  Organization 3 7 9
2 - .- T - 5
Omsha Beach 7 June 101!11 G Wound Chest
Place of Death Date of Death Cause of Death
1320 hrs 27 June 19l La Qambe Cem La Cambe, Fe -
Time and Date of Burial Name of Cemetery Name or Coordinates of Location
86 g % Stake
Grave Number Row Number Plot Number Type of Marker

Disposition of Identification Tags: Buried with body Yes 1 No I  Attached to Marker Yes [0 NoEl |
|

If No Identification Tags |
How were remains identified ? : 1

|

Persona 1 Papers
liarkings on Clathes
Identification Cards

\ List only Personal Effects Found on Body and disposition of same:

: Tishter ; R e
: s 2 $12.00 N
| l:}v” ‘ li Pounds LA
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/ ¥
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Letter fromFlavia LABNG;jsterin-law of Charles, adregsl to US Military Authorities on behalf of Charles' mothmtonia,as a
request of beingnfrmed of remains location in European ground
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Events timeline from Charles E. LABNO death

' June 271984 Burislof Charlesin
LA CAMBE military temporary
graveyard -Grave 86, row5, plotF
Inventory of personal belongings:

1 lighter

1wingsinsigna
1pen
1« sguvenir penny »
\12$+4E and 2 Shgs. ;

2years 1/2

-

November 7t,1947 b
Exhumation of Charles body
from LA CAMBE temporary
military graveyard.

June 2, 1948 Burial of Charles at Resurection
Catholic Cemetery & Mausoleums of JUSTICE -
Ilinois.

r
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Events timeline following Charles E. LABNO death (1/3)

Crash of P47D and death of Charles E. LABNO.

Issuing of MACR : Charles is reported MIA.

Burial of Charles in temporary military cimetery of LA CAMBE Tomb 86, row 5, plot F.
Personal belongings listed: 1 lighter/ 1 wings insigna/ 1 pen / 1 « souvenir penny »/ 12 S +4 £ and 2 Shillings.

Internal memo from Air Force listing personal belongings of deceased pilot and identifying his mother, Antonia LABNO, as recipient (WD AGO Form 54).

July >

september m Letter from Flavia (wif. Raymond) LABNO to Authorities requesting for Charles grave localization, on behalf of Antonia LABNO.

Authorities answer: grave not yet localized...

Charles is officially declared KIA (Report of Death - August 3, 1944),

A mail informs Antonia LABNO that personal belongings of her son have been sent back to her. A cheque of 28,54 § is enclosed with mail.

Authorities mail indicating grave localization (in Normandy — France).
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Events timeline following Charles E. LABNO death (2/3)

A mail to Antonia LABNO informs her that others personal belongings of Charles have been sent back to her, including his testament and last wishes.

Sending of Charles’ personal belongings to her mother in USA.

A mail to Antonia LABNO informs her that others personal belongings of Charles have been sent back to her.

Antonia LABNO informs Authorities about her home address change and thus that she didn't receive the belongings announced by mail of August 11™.

Mail from US Air Force to US Post Office to request new expedition of package to proper Antonia address + information to Antonia LABNO.

Mail from US Post Office to US Air Force to confirm that package has been sent again to new adresse of A. LABNO.
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Events timeline following Charles E. LABNO death (3/3)

T > m Mail from US Air Force to Antonia LABNO asking her to fill and submit the proper form for request of body return to USA (OQMG Form 345).

saptember m Mail from US Air Force to Flavia LABNO requesting communication of Antonia LABNO new home address.
P~

i OCtOber m Antonia LABNO request for body return to USA {QQMG Form 345)
November Exhumation of Charles from LA CAMBE (France) temporary military cimetery, transfert by truck to 5t Laurent-sur-Mer, « Casketing Point B », where

body is put into a coffin.
April (26 |

Coffin transportation by truck to Cherbourg harbor and boarding on USS Lawrence Victory ship.

Message from Authorities telling Antonia LABNO about Charles body return to USA being in process.

Coffin arrival at New York harbor.

Transfer of the coffin by rail to Chicago.

Presentation of remains at Bajek Funeral Home.

Burial of Charles at Resurection Catholic Cemetery & Mausoleums of JUSTICE — lllinois (USA).

Request from Antonia LABNO for refund application of burial cost {298 S 35) as per QMC Form 1236.
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Aircraft parts collected since 2018:

Since summer 2018 GéfosBentenay beach delivered to me some metalic parts, from various size, that |
was able to link with nadoubt to a P47 fightebomber, refering to original lllustrated Parts Catalog,
including precise parts number identification (engraved on found wrecks). Unfortunately non of these parts
has a serial number which would have allowed me to point with 100%dsote level to theP47D10-RE

s/n 42-750980f Charles E. LABNOne should keep in mind that the only aircraft parts with serial numbers
included in MACR (and that would identify perfectly origin of wrecks) are:

Airplane part Serial Number

Airplanefuselage(P47D10-REregistered'4K-G") 42-75098
Enging(Pratt & WhitneyR2800663) 42-6493

917565
917733
918049
917515
709256
709283
709546
709551

Machine GungBrowning M2 Cal.50 / 12.7mm)

Important : without one of these serial number, belongind these relics collected on GéfosBentenay

beach to Charles E. LABNO's aircraft still remains a working assumption and is not, for sure, a verified
evidence of truth. Nevertheless, we can rely on enough converging clues to grant this working assamption
high level of confidence.
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1 - LH Main Landing Gear:
May 2019

Parts from LH Main Landing Gear including:
v Manceuvre actuator (1) p/n 89C38200
= Attachinghinge (2)
v’ Gear lock-down mechanism (3) p/n 89141123
v’ Upper part of shock absorber body (4) p/n 8123A
v’ Plate — Auxiliary rib (5) p/n 89141146
v Plate - Rib 86 (6) p/n 89141147
v Plate - Rib 104 (7) p/n 89141148
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Left hand and right hand main landing gear are built in a symetrical way. Thus it is easy to identify found
parts as belonging to a left hand main landing gear.

On found parts, layout of main
landing gear upper part is fully
compliant with a left hand one.
(direction of mat
attaching compared to front ball
bearing trunion).

On P-47 the shock-strut scissor is
located on the front of main landing
gear leg, and the wheel is facing
toward aircraft center line.

RH Main

; LH Main
Landing Landing
Gear Gear
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On P-47, to extend the main landing gear, manoeuver actuator rod has to retract. On found wreckages the
rod is clearly fully extended and twisted, thus giving strong indication that main landing gear (left hand one)
was UP (not extended) at time of the crash.

‘rud 2000

Extended rod = gear « UP »

Retracted rod =
gear « DOWN »
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2 - Parts of Horizontal Talil control surface :

July - August 2019

Parts of horizontal tail control surface, including:

¥ Rib 30 (1) p/n 93G53514

v Rib 47-3/4 (2) p/n 93G53517

v Rib 36-13/16 (3) p/n 93653515

v Rib 41-5/16 (4) p/n 93G53516

v Trim flap rod (5) p/n 93G53577

v Middle fitting (6a) p/n 93G53563-1

v Hinge (6b) p/n 93G53546

v Trim flap fitting attachment (7) p/n 93G53569-2
v Trim flap rod fairing (8) p/n 93G53574

v Trim flap middle hinge attachment (7) p/n 93G53570
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3 - Wing parts :

July - August 2019 Wing parts:
v' Equiped bracket (1) p/n 89C22807

v Internal bracket (Aileron attach.) (2) p/n 89C22534
®» Aileron internal hinge (3) p/n 89A26124
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