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W A R C A B I N E T . 

R E C R U I T M E N T O F J E W I S H U N I T S F O R G E N E R A L S E R V I C E I N 
T H E B R I T I S H A R M Y . 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

1. W  E h a v e seen t h e l e t t e r f rom D r . W e i z m a n n to t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r of 
the 10 th Sep tember . 

2. D r . W e i z m a n n ' s p r o p o s a l t h a t J e w i s h c o n t i n g e n t s should be r a i sed , b o t h 
in P a l e s t i n e a n d in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , for serv ice w i t h t h e B r i t i s h A r m y w a s 
accepted i n p r i n c i p l e by t h e C a b i n e t l a s t October . N o a n n o u n c e m e n t w a s to be 
m a d e a n d n o a c t i o n t a k e n u n t i l a f t e r t h e P r e s i d e n t i a l E lec t ion in t h e U n i t e d 
S ta tes , w h e n the m e a s u r e s to g ive effect to t h e scheme w o u l d h a v e to be f u r t h e r 
cons idered . 

3. T h e scheme w a s t o be on the f o l l o w i n g l i ne s :— 
(a)	 A u t h o r i t y shou ld be g i v e n to r e c r u i t c o n t i n g e n t s a m o u n t i n g to a t o t a l of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 10,000 J e w s for i n c o r p o r a t i o n in the B r i t i s h A r m y , of 
w h i c h n o t more t h a n 3,000 w o u l d be d r a w n f rom P a l e s t i n e . 

(b)	 E a c h J e w i s h v o l u n t e e r shou ld h a v e t o s a t i s fy t h e R e c r u i t i n g Officer t h a t 
h e w o u l d b e r e a d m i t t e d on d e m o b i l i s a t i o n to t h e c o u n t r y f rom w h i c h 
he w a s r e c r u i t e d . 

(c) T h e J e w i s h c o n t i n g e n t s shou ld be t r a i n e d in t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m ,	 officers 
b e i n g selected o n J e w i s h n o m i n a t i o n sub jec t t o t he a p p r o v a l of t h e 
W a r Office. 

(d) T h e J e w i s h c o n t i n g e n t s shou ld be l iab le for service in a n y t h e a t r e of w a r . 
(e)	 E q u i p m e n t s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d by H i s M a j e s t y ' s G o v e r n m e n t as a n d 

w h e n t h e i r r esources a l lowed. C o s t of e q u i p m e n t , m a i n t e n a n c e a n d 
p a y , a n d of t h e a l lowances of t h e c o n t i n g e n t s should be borne by H i s 
M a j e s t y ' s G o v e r n m e n t . 

4. A  t t h e e n d of t h e y e a r w h e n t h e d e t a i l s w e r e b e i n g w o r k e d ou t , 
G e n e r a l W a v e l l , a n d a lso to a less degree t h e H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r for P a l e s t i n e , 
expressed g r a v e a p p r e h e n s i o n t h a t t he c a r r y i n g o u t of t he scheme a t t h a t m o m e n t 
would h a v e a v e r y se r ious effect on t h e de l i ca t e s i t u a t i o n in t h e M i d d l e E a s t . 
The P r i m e M i n i s t e r a c c o r d i n g l y d i r e c t e d t h a t t he p r o j e c t m u s t be p u t off for 
s ix m o n t h s , b u t m i g h t be r e c o n s i d e r e d in f o u r m o n t h s , t he sole r e a s o n g iven b e i n g 
lack of e q u i p m e n t . 

5. Recen t l y , a f t e r I h a d consu l ted t h e S e c r e t a r i e s of S t a t e for W a r a n d 
F o r e i g n Affa i r s a n d t h e M i n i s t e r of S t a t e a t C a i r o , t he P r i m e M i n i s t e r d i r ec t ed 
t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n shou ld be le f t i n cold s t o r a g e for a n o t h e r t h r ee m o n t h s . 

6. D r . W e i z m a m f s l e t t e r t o the P r i m e M i n i s t e r fol lows on th i s decis ion. 
H e h a d a l r e a d y to ld m e he w a s g r i evous ly d i s a p p o i n t e d w i t h it a n d wou ld g r e a t l y 
have p r e f e r r e d a final dec is ion one w a y or t h e o t h e r to t h e c o n t i n u e d suspense . 
I feel m u c h s y m p a t h y w i t h t h i s p o i n t of v iew. 

7. T h e ques t i on is one w h i c h i t is difficult to cons ide r object ively . F r o m 
a p u r e l y m i l i t a r y p o i n t of v i e w t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e fo r W a r opposes i t . I t 
is t r ue t h a t t h e r e is a s h o r t a g e of m a n - p o w e r , b u t he is doub t fu l of t h e fighting 
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va lue of these 10,000 J e w s . H e f e a r s t h a t t h e effect u p o n the A r a b w o r l d of a n 
a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t J e w i s h c o n t i n g e n t s were to be fo rmed would be d i s a s t r o u s ; 
a n d t h a t i t wou ld r e su l t in a l i e n a t i n g t he s y m p a t h y of ou r best A r a b f r i end , 
K i n g I b n S a u d , a n d in t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of A r a b confidence in B r i t a i n , w h i c h h a s 
been so ca re fu l ly b u i l t u p as a r e s u l t of o u r o p e r a t i o n s in t h e M i d d l e E a s t d u r i n g 
t h e p a s t yea r . I n t h a t case we shou ld have to face a n i n t e r n a l s ecu r i ty c o m m i t m e n t 
in t he A r a b coun t r i e s w h i c h w o u l d be a c o n s t a n t d r a g on the m i l i t a r y forces needed 
for f igh t ing G e r m a n y . T h e movement of these J e w s w o u l d r e q u i r e s h i p p i n g , 
w h i c h could only be p r o v i d e d a t the expense of o t h e r more u r g e n t needs . 
E q u i p m e n t could on ly be f o u n d by r e d u c i n g w h a t i s ava i l ab l e for ourse lves Or for 
A l l i e s of p roved fighting c a p a c i t y . I n d e e d , t h e e q u i p m e n t s i t u a t i o n is n o w even 
more of a l i m i t a t i o n t h a n w a s t he case w h e n the p r o p o s a l was", on t h a t account , 
p o s t p o n e d s ix m o n t h s ago . A l t h o u g h p r o d u c t i o n h a s i m p r o v e d d u r i n g these s ix 
m o n t h s , w e have n o t yet comple ted ou r o w n r e q u i r e m e n t s , a n d w e h a v e n o w t h e 
a d d i t i o n a l b u r d e n of p r o v i d i n g l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of e q u i p m e n t fo r t he R u s s i a n s 
a n d for t h e r e c o n s t i t u t e d P o l i s h a r m y in R u s s i a . T h i s p rov i s ion is a t t h e expense 
of o u r own u r g e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s , a n d we c a n n o t afford to f r i t t e r a w a y o u r resources 
on u n t r i e d a n d u n t r a i n e d t roops . 

8. On the po l i t i ca l s ide , the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e for F o r e i g n Affa i r s w o u l d 
see n o p a r t i c u l a r a d v a n t a g e to ourselves in t h e p r o p o s a l . H e does not , however , 
cons ider t h a t i t need be re j ec ted o n po l i t i ca l g r o u n d s alone, more p a r t i c u l a r l y if 
a pub l i c d e c l a r a t i o n can be m a d e , in o rde r to r e a s s u r e A r a b o p i n i o n , to t h e effect 
t h a t i t is t he i n t e n t i o n never to s end the J e w i s h c o n t i n g e n t t o t h e M i d d l e E a s t . 
I t m a y be t ha t , if such a c o n d i t i o n is m a d e , Dr . W e i z m a n n ' wi l l p r e f e r to d r o p 
the whole p ro jec t , a n d i t is in a n y event one w h i c h wi l l be difficult t o m a i n t a i n 
once t he p r i n c i p l e i s conceded. T h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e fo r F o r e i g n Affa i r s is, 
however , a s s u r e d t h a t t he e m p l o y m e n t of J e w i s h forces i n P a l e s t i n e w o u l d have 
se r ious r epe rcus s ions in n e i g h b o u r i n g A r a b coun t r i e s . Un le s s , t he r e fo re , i t is 
c lear ly u n d e r s t o o d f rom the ou t se t t h a t t h e J e w i s h c o n t i n g e n t w i l l on ly be 
employed in o the r p a r t s of t h e wor ld , Si dec is ion nil f avour of the force m u s t e n t a i l 
g r a v e r i sks . T h e M i n i s t e r of S t a t e is in g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t w i t h M r . E d e n ' s v iew. 

9. M y own v i ew as to t h e i m m e d i a t e p o l i t i c a l ob jec t ions co r r e sponds closely 
w i t h t h a t of t he S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e for F o r e i g n Affa i r s a n d t h e M i n i s t e r of S t a t e . 
A s , however , a n y p o l i t i c a l a d v a n t a g e in t he p r o p o s a l w o u l d accrue n o t to u s b u t 
t o t h e J e w i s h Agency , I r ecommend t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n be dec ided on m i l i t a r y 
g r o u n d s . I f t h e dec is ion is f avourab le , i t is for c o n s i d e r a t i o n w h e t h e r i t shou ld 
be m a d e c o n d i t i o n a l on t h e p r o v i s o t h a t t h e J e w i s h u n i t s wou ld n o t be sen t t o 
t he M i d d l e E a s t . 

10. I f t h e decis ion is u n f a v o u r a b l e , w e sha l l c e r t a i n l y be a sked w h y , w i t h 
our a d m i t t e d s h o r t a g e of m a n - p o w e r , we h a v e r e fu sed t h e offer of 10,000 able
bodied J e w s . Such c r i t i c i s m wi l l be difficult t o meet , a n d I a m inc l ined to sugges t 
t h a t , as a n a l t e r n a t i v e to r e fusa l , we m i g h t accep t t h e offer, b u t only if w a r 
service of a different k i n d could be s u b s t i t u t e d . W e m i g h t p o i n t o u t t h a t the 
c r y i n g need of t h e m o m e n t is for t e c h n i c a l pe r sonne l (doctors , eng inee r s , &c.) a n d 
for more men t o d i s c h a r g e v a r i o u s func t ions , n o t c o m b a t a n t i n t he n a r r o w e r 
sense, b u t none t h e less e s sen t i a l t o t he successful p r o s e c u t i o n of t h e w a r . I h a v e 
in m i n d p ioneer l abou r a n d g a r r i s o n d u t y : p o s s i b l y . even such c ivi l defence 
services a s A . R . P . a n d so fo r t h . I t w o u l d be for t h e v a r i o u s d e p a r t m e n t s to say 
i n w h a t c a p a c i t y t h e men could be mos t use fu l ly employed . I t cou ld be p u t to 
D r . W e i z m a n n t h a t he wi l l be r e n d e r i n g t h e best poss ible service to t h e cause if 
he le ts u s have h i s men on these cond i t i ons . I doub t very m u c h w h e t h e r he w i l l 
ag ree , as he h a s set h i s h e a r t on b u i l d i n g u p " a J e w i s h a r m y ' ' w h i c h t h e Z i o n i s t s 
r e g a r d a s t he first p r e r e q u i s i t e of a J e w i s h S t a t e . 

A n a l t e r n a t i v e s u g g e s t i o n for t he use of J e w i s h m a n - p o w e r m i g h t , however , 
be b e t t e r t h a n a flat r e fusa l . A t l eas t we shou ld be be t t e r ab le to a n s w e r t he k i n d 
of c r i t i c i s m i n d i c a t e d above. 

M . 

Colonial Of/ice, S.W.1, 
October 9, 1941 . 


